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Zipporah^ to Zacharias and Elizabeth;1 that they may re~
ceive the protection extended to Noah In the ark, to Jonah
la the belly of the whale, to the three children in the fire;
and that they may have a chaste life; love for one another
iri the bond of peace; grace upon their children and grand-
children; houses full of corn and wine; all earthly blessings^
and an unfading crown of glory.

The last prayer, in part, is as follows: aO Thou Holy
God who formed man from dust, and fashioned the woman
from his side, and joined her to him for a helpmate, for thus
it pleased thy Majesty that man should not be alone upon
the earth; do Thou now, O Lord, stretch forth thy hand
from thy holy habitation and unite thy servant M to thy
handmaid N, for from thee proceeds the union of man and
woman, etc." At the mention of the names in the fore-
going prayer, the priest hooks together the little fingers of
their right hands, which so remain during the rest of the
service.

The priest then takes a wreath of flowers, called the
"crown/3 and touches the man's head, saying the words:
"The servant of God, M, is crowned for the servant of God,
N, in the name, etc/' Then touching the woman's head
with the same crown, he says the words a second time;
finally, the crown is placed on the man's head while the
formula is said for the third time.2 Then follows the crown-
ing of the woman " for the man JJ in a precisely similar way.
Then the priest, stretching out his crossed arms toward
the heads of the pair, announces the blessing of the crowns
three times: "May the Lord our God crown them with
glory and honor." 3 Here follows the Epistle (Eph. 5 : 20)
and the Gospel (Saint John 2 : 1). After more prayers

1 In the Moslem marriage ceremony the qudhi (judge) prays for such
mutual love upon the pair as existed between Adam and Eve, Abraham
and Sarah, Moses and Zipporah, Mohammed and Ayenha, etc. See p. 288,

2 The rubric requires that the formula should be said three times
over each one, but the touching of the woman's head with the xnan's
crown, and vice-versa, is merely popular practice.

3 During the first blessing the right arm in crossed over the loft;
during the second, the left over the right, and finally, during the last,
the right over the left again.